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ASEAN PLUS THREE EMERGENCY RICE RESERVE
’ AGREEMENT

The Govemments of Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of

Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Lao People’s

Democrafic Republic, Malaysia, the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the Republic of
Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand and the Socialist
Republic of Viet Nam, being members of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (hereinafter referred to collectively
as “ASEAN Member States™ or lndmdually as “ASEAN
Member State”)

and

the Gavernments of the People's Republic of China, Japan
and the Republic of Korea, being the Dialogue Partners of
ASEAN (hereinafter referred to collectively as “Plus Three
Countries” or individually as “Plus Three Country”)

hereinafter referred to collectively as ‘ASEAN Plus Three
Countries” or individually as “ASEAN Plus Three Country”:

RECALLING the Declaration of ASEAN Concord | and 1
signed in Bali, Indonesia, on 24 February 1976 and 7
October 2003 respectively, which provide that ASEAN
Member States shall take cooperative action in their
national and regional development programmes;

RECALLING the Agreement on the ASEAN Food Security
Reserve signed in New York on 4 October 1979, which
established the ASEAN Emergency Rice Reserve for the
purpose of meeting emergency requirements;

- RECALLING that all participants at the 2™ Mesting. of the

ASEAN Ministers of Agriculture and Forestry and the
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Ministers of Plus Three Countries (hereinafter referred to as
"AMAF Plus Three") in Vientiane, Lao PDR, on 11 October
2002, decided io launch the pilot project of the East Asia
Emergency Rice Reserve (hereinafter refemed to as
"EAERR"), aiming at its expeditious establishment with a
view to strengthening food security and ehm&nabng poverty
in the region;

RECALLING FURTHER that the EAERR pilot project has
been implemented from 2004 to 2009 based on the
collective efforts, support. and cooperatlon of the ASEAN
Plus Three Countries;

RECALLING FURTHER the Cha-am Hua Hin Statement on
ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation on Food Security and Bio-
Energy Development declared by the leaders of the ASEAN
Plus Three Countries at the 12" ASEAN Plus Three Summit

in Cha-am Hua Hin, Thailand, on 24 October 2009, which .

stated that the leaders will explore the possibility of
establishing the ASEAN Plus Three Emergency Rice
Reserve (hereinafter referred to as "APTERR?"), based upon
the experience of the EAERR, in close coordination with
relevant international crganisations, and taking into account
each ASEAN Plus Three Country’s commitment and
consistency with international rules;

RECALLING FURTHER the Joint Press Statement
adopted at the 9" Meeting of the AMAF Plus Three in
Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam on 11 November
2009, which stated the transformation of the EAERR pilot
project into a permanent mechanism under the APTERR
and its early realization immediately after the expiration of
the EAERR pilot project;

RECOGNISING the high vulnerability of the countries in the
region to calamity and to wide fluctuations in the production
of basic foodstuffs particularly rice and hence to instability
of the region’s food supply;
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NOTING that the assurance.of food security in the ASEAN
- Plus Three Countries is the common goal of all ASEAN
Plus Three Countries;

EMPHASIZING that the esiablishment of a nce reserve
among the ASEAN Plus Three Countries based on the
principle of collective self-reliance will contribute to the
strengthening of the respective national economic

resilience as well as the regional economic resilience and
solidarity of the ASEAN Plus Three Countries;

REITERATING the need to coordinate national rice stock
polides, which take into account the policies of other
ASEAN Plus Three Countries, in conformity with their
institutional and constitutional requirements;

AFFIRMING the need for the implementation of the
APTERR to be consistent with relevant internationally
recognized rules and regulations such as those under the
World Trade Organization (WTO) and United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organizaticn (FAO), and

REAFFIRMING the need for effeclive and concerted action
- to be taken by the ASEAN Plus Three Couniries aimed at
strengthening food security in the region;

HAVE AGREED as follows:

Article |
Definitions

For the purposes of this Agreement, the following
definiions shall apply unless the context otherwise
requires:

a. "APTERR" means the ASEAN Plus Three Emergency
Rice Reserve established under Article Il;
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. "APTERR Party” means a Govemnment of an ASEAN
Plus Three Country for which this Agreement is in force;

. “Council” means the APTERR Council established
under Article Vil;

. "Earmarked emergency rice reserve” means a certain
quantity of rice, which is voluntarily designated in
accordance with Paragraph 1 of Ariicle IV, for the
purpose of meeting emergency requirements of one or
more APTERR Parties. Such eammarked quantities of

rice constitute a component of the APTERR; '

. "Emergency” means the state or conditicn in which an
APTERR Party, due to extreme and unexpected calamity,
is unable to cope with the state or condition through its
national reserve and is unable to procure the needed
supply of rice through normal trade;

. “Secretariat” means the APTERR Secretariat
established under Article VIIl; and

. "Stockpiled emergency rice reserve® means rice
voluntarily donated to the APTERR in the form of cash
fund and/or inkind (rice), if necessary, through
appropriate intemational organisations such as United
Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and/or Non
Governmental Organisations (NGOs). ‘Such a stockpiled
emergency rice reserve is used as an emergency stock
to provide preparedness for an emergency situation, and
constitutes another component of the APTERR.
Stockpiled emergency rice reserve can be stored in
storage of a donor country, prospective recipient
countries, and/or host country which voluntanly stores
the stockpiled emergency rice reserve.
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Ariicle lI
General Provisions

1. The APTERR Parties agree that, where appropnate,

food security needs to be dealt with from several aspects,
especially through:

a.

the sfrengthening of the rice production base of
the countries of the APTERR Parties;

the prevention of post harvest losses of rice;

the adoption of effective nafionai rice stock
policies and improved arrangements for meeting
requirements of emergency rice supply;

the promotion of stability of rice price;

the adoption of policies and programmes for
improving consumption and nutrition, particularly
of the wvulnerable groups within each of the
countries of the APTERR Parties; and

the promotion of labor opportunities especially in
the rural areas and- increasing the income
particularly of the small rice farmers.

2. Nothing in this Agreement shall affect in any way the
rights and obligations of the respective APTERR Parties
based upon relevant existing and future treaties and other
international agreements. In the event of conflict between
provisions of this Agreement and provisions of the relevanl
treaties and other intermational agreements, the latter shaii
prevail to the extent of such a conflict.

3. This Agreement shall be implemented by the
APTERR Parties in accordance with the respective national
laws and regulations of their countries and within the limits
of their respective annual budgetary appropriations.
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Article lll
Establishment of APTERR

1. The APTERR Parties agree:

a. to establish the APTERR for meeting emergency
requirements and achieving  humanitarian
purposes; and

b. that ali activities related to the APTERR shall not
distort normal intemational trade of rice.

2.  The APTERR shall consist of the regional rice reserve
in the form of physical stocks comprising the eammarked
emergency rice reserve and the stockpiled emergency rice
reserve and alsc in other forms of reserve such as future
contract or donations in cash or in kind.

Arficle IV
Implementation

1. Each APTERR Party shall earmark a certain quantity
of rice based on each APTERR Party’s voluntary decision,
as set out in Attachment 1 to this Agreement. Once
earmarked it shall be a commitment subject to periodic
review by the. Council, taking into account of the general
food situation in the region and in the world.

2. The amount of the earmarked quantity for the
APTERR Parties being the Governments of the ASEAN
Member States is' mobilized from Trice pledged for the
ASEAN Emergency Rice Reserve and shall cover the
amount of the initial earmarked quantity provided for in -
Paragraph 3 of Article Il of the Second Protocol to Amend
the Agreement on the ASEAN Food Security Reserve.

3.  The release of rice reserved in the APTERR and
replenishment of the earmarked rice shall be implemented
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in accordance with the rules and procedures to be set forth
by the Council.

Article V
Rice Information Exchange

1. For the effective functioning of the undertakings
contained in Article IV, the APTERR Parties agree to fumish
to the Secretariat, referred to in Ariicle VI, on a regular
basis, information on their policies and programmes for rice
reserve as well as on food security and other aspects of the
food supply and demand situation, in particular rice. The

Secretariat shail circulate the said information to all
APTERR Parties.

2. On the basis of such data collected, concise factual
appraisals of the situation and outlook shall be' prepared

periodically and circulated to the APTERR Parties by the
Secretanat.

3. The infermation or data made available pursuant to
this Article shall be treaied as confidential, if necessary or
requested by an APTERR Party.

: . ARTICLEWVI
Establishment of APTERR Fund

1. The APTERR Parties agree to establish a fund, which
shall be managed by the Council referred to in Article Vil in
order to support the operation and activities of the APTERR

under this Agreement, hereinafter referred to as the
“APTERR Fund’.

2. Each APTERR Parly shall make contribution to the
APTERR Fund comprised of the Endowment Fund and
contribution to the operational cost to support the operation
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and activities of the APTERR, as set out in Atiachment 2 to
this Agreement.

3. The Council shall adopt and approve the financial
modality and management of the APTERR Fund.

Article VI .
APTERR Council

1. The APTERR Parties agree to establish an APTERR
Council. :

2.  The Council shall be composed of one representative
from each APTERR Party, whereas the APTERR
Secretariat, supported by the ASEAN Secretariat and the
ASEAN Food Security Reserve Board Secretariat, shall
serve and facilitate meetings of the Council.

3. Decision of the Council shall be made on the basis of
consensus among members of the Council.

4.  The Counclil shall be responsible for the operation of
the APTERR in accordance with the Terms of Reference of
the Council, as set out in Attachment 3 to this Agreement.

5. The APTERR Council shall be co-chaired by an
APTERR Party from the ASEAN Member States and an
APTERR Party from the Plus Three Countries by annual
rotation in an alphabetical order.

6. The Council shall meet regularly at least once a year
on any date to be determined by the Chairmen iIn
consultation with members of the Council. The Chaimen
may convene special meetings to discuss any urgent
“matters needing immediate resolutions.
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7. Each APTERR Party shall identify an agency and a
couniry coordinator to implement relevant policies and
decisions taken by the Council.

Article Viil
APTERR Secretariat

1.  The APTERR Parties agree to establish an APTERR
Secretariat to camry out its functions and responsibilities, in
accordance with the function and responsibilities of the
APTERR Secretariat, to be adopted by the Council. The
Secretariat shall be conferred with a legal perscnality as
may be required for the exercise of its functions under the
national laws of the host country of the Secretariat office.
The Secretanat shall be headed by a General Manager to
pe appointed by the Council,

2. The iocation of the Secretariat office shail be decided
by consensus by the APTERR Parties.

Articje IX
Dispute Seftiement

1. Any dispute between two or more APTERR Parties
relating to the interpretation, application or implementation
of this Agreement shall be settled through consultation
between them, with a view to the settlement of the dispute
by negotiation or by any other peaceful means as may be
agreed upon by them.

2. If the dispuing APTERR Parties are unable fo
achieve a peaceful settlement of the dispute pursuant to the
procedure set forth in Paragraph 1 of this Article, any of
APTERR Parties concemed may refer the dispute to the
Council. ;
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Article X
Final Provisions

1. This Agreement shall be open for signature and
subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by the
ASEAN Plus Three Countries.

2. The Instuments of ratification, acceptance or
approval shall be deposited with the Depositary, referred to

in Paragraph 7 of this Article, who shall promptly inform all _

signatory Governments of such deposit

3.  This Agreement shall enter into force on the thirieth

day aiter the date on which at least six ASEAN Member
States and one Plus Three Country -have deposited their
instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval.

4.  For each ASEAN Plus Three Country that ratifies,
accepts or approves this Agreement after the conditions set
out in Paragraph 3 of this Article for the entry into force
have been fulfilled, this Agreement shall enter into force on
the thirtieth day following the date of deposit of iis
instrument of rat'rﬁpation, acceptance or approval.

5.  Any APTERR Party may propose amendments to this
Agreement at any time by communicating in writing to the

Secretariat who shall promptly notify the other APTERR

Parties of the proposed amendments. Amendments to this
Agreement shall be adopted by consensus of the APTERR
Parties. Amendments involving ‘new obligations for the
APTERR Parties ‘shall enter into force on the thirtieth day
after the date of deposit with the Depositary, referred to in
Paragraph 7 of this Article, of instruments of ratification,
acceptance or approval of all APTERR Parties.
Amendments not involving new obligations for the APTERR
Parties shall enter into force for all APTERR Parties from
the date of their adoption.

10
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6. - Attachments to this Agreement shall form an integral
part of this Agreement. Modifications of attachments to this
Agreement shall be proposed and adopted and enter into
force in accordance with the procedure set forth in
Paragraph 5 of this Ariicle.

7. The Secretary-General of ASEAN shall be the
- Depositary of this Agreement.

8. Each APTERR Paiy reserves the right to suspend
temporarily, either in whole or in part, the implementation of
this Agreement, for reasons of its essential national

- interests including national secusity, public order or public
health. Any of such suspension or lifting of suspension shall
be effective thirty days after written notifications_have been
received by the Secretanat

8. Any APTERR Paty may withdraw from this
Agreement by giving written notification io the Depositary
referred to in Paragraph 7 of this Article. Such withdrawal
shall take effect upon expiry of six months from the date on
which the notification of withdrawal is received by the
Depositary. Such withdrawal shalf be promptly notified to all
APTERR Parties by the Depositary.

10. No reservations may be made to this Agreement.

11.  The original of this ‘Agreement shall be deposited in
the archives of the Depositary referred to in Paragraph 7 of
this Article. Duly certified copies of this Agreement shall be
transmitted by the Depositary to each of the Govemments
signatory to this Agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned being duly

authorized by their respective Governments have signed
this Agreement.

n
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DONE .at Jakarta, Indonesia this Seventh Day of October in
the year Two Thousand and Eleven in a single original in
the English language.

For the Government of Brunei For the Govemment of

Darussalam: - the People’s Republic of China:
. S
z %45’” v
P A : ZHU BAGCHEN
Minister o imary Senior Consuitant of the
Resources Ministry of Agricuiture
For the Royal Govemment of the For the Government of Japan:
" Kingdom of Cambodia:
‘ v
. | _ 7
CHAN TONG YVES MICHIHIKO KANO,
' Secretary of State .- Minister of Agriculture, Forestry
Ministry of Agriculture, Foiesty and and Fisheries
Fisheries Representative of the Govermnmient
of Japan
For the Govemment of the Republic
of Indonesia: .
‘Z G
e _ )’\ LRIV
SUSWONO TAKIO YAMADA -
Minister of Agricutture Ambassador of Japan to the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations

12
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For the Government of the Lao For the Government of
People’s Democratic Republic: the Republic of Korea:
/ W % A
VILAYVANH PHOMKRE KIM, JONG-JIN
Minister of Agricutture and Forestry Deputy Minister for Food,

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

For the Government of Malaysia:

NOH BIN OMAR
Minister of Agriculture and
Agro-Based Industry

For the Government of the Republic

Deputy Minister of Agriculture and
Irrigation

For the Government of the Republic
of the Philippines:

ecretary of Agriculture

13
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For the Govemment of the Republic
of Singapore:

eikish

MOHAMAD MALIKI BIN OSMAN

Senior Parliamentary Secretary for
National Development and Defence

For the Government of the Kingdom
of Thailand: } -

Thoeme 2=
THEERA WONGSAMUT

Minister of Agriculture and
Cooperatives

For the Government of the Socialfist
Republic of Viet Nam:

//%
NGUYEN THI XUAN THU

Vice Minister of Agriculture and
Rural Development

14
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Attachment 1
Earmarked Rice Quantity of Each ASEAN Plus Three Country
At the initial stage of operation, subject to the p.rovis;ions of Paragraph

3 of Ariicle Ii of this Agreement, the earmarked quantity of each
ASEAN Plus Three Country for the APTERR is as follows:

Brunei Darussalam : 3,000 MT
Cambodia : 3,000 MT
indonesia : 12,000 MT
Lao PDR : 3,000 MT
Malaysia : 6,000 MT
Myanmar : 14,000 MT
Philippines : 12,000 MT
Singapore S~ 5,000 MT
Thailand : 15,000 MT
Viet Nam : 14,000 MT
P.R. China : 300,000 MT
Japan ;250,000 MT
Repubfic of Korea : 150,000 MT

-‘Total 787,000 MT

15
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Attachment 2
Contribution to the APTERR Fund

Subject to the provisions of Paragraph 3 of Article i of this Agreement,
the capital contribution of the ASEAN Plus Three Countries for the
Endowment Fund and the annual contribution of the ASEAN Plus
Three Countries fo the operational cost over the first five years are as
follows:

Table 1 Capital Contribution of ASEAN Plus Three Countries for
Endowment Fund

Plus Three Countries {USD)
1 P.R. China 1,000,000
2 Japan 1,000,000
3 Republic of Korea 1,000,000
ASEAN Member States (USD)
1| Brunei Darussalam 107,500
2 Indonesia 107,500
3 Malaysia 107,500
4 Philippines 107,500
5 Singapore 107,500
6 Thaijland 107,500
7 Viet Nam ' 107,500
8 | Cambodia 83,000
9 Lao PDR i 83,000
10 Myanmar 83,000

Table 2 Annual Contribution of ASEAN Plus Three Countries to the
Operatlional Cost over the First Five Years.

Plus Three Countries * (USD)
1 P.R. China 75,000
2 Japan 75,000
3 Republic of Korea ' 75,000

16
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ASEAN Member States

{USD)
1 Brunei Darussalam 8,000
2 Indonesia 8,000
3 Malaysia 8,000
4 Philippines 8,000
5 Singapore 8,000
6 Thailand 8,000
7 Vietnam 8,000
8 Cambodia 6,000
9 Lao PDR 6,000
10 Myanmar 6,000
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Attachment 3

Terms of Reference (TOR) of APTERR Council

The Council established under Article VI of this Agreement shall have
the following functions:

1.

To adopt the rules and procedures of the Council and the
functions and responsibilities of the Secretariat, including its
management, and to decide on their modification, as the
Council may deem necessary;,

To adopt and approve the financial modality and
management of the APTERR Fund;

To adopt a standard operating procedure (SOP) for the
release of emergency rice reserve stocks and -
replenishment of the earmarked rice in accordance with
Article Ill and Paragraph 3 of Article IV of this Agreement;

To approve an annual work plan and a budget plan of the
APTERR;

. To approve an annual report conceming the activities of the

APTERR as well as other reports prepared by the
Secretariat;

To report the APTERR activities, utilisation of the APTERR
Fund and the emergency rice reserve stocks to the AMAF
Plus Three through their Senior Officials’ Meeting (SOM-
AMAF Plus Three);

. To supervise and coordinate the activities of the APTERR

camed out by the Secretariat;

To sellle the dispute referred by any of the APTERR
Parties under Paragraph 2 of Article X of this Agreement;

To select and appoint a General Manager from among the
nationals of the ASEAN Plus Thiee Countries, and to
prescribe the powers, duties, condition of service and term
of the office of the General Manager;

18
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10.To review the total amount of earmmarked rice resefve under
Paragraph 1 of Article IV of this Agreement;

11.To issue public siatements on matters related fo the
APTERR operations; and

12.To perform such other functions as the Council may deem

necessary to effectively implement and cany out the
provisions of the APTERR Agreement.

19
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PROPOSAL FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
THE APTERR SECRETARIAT
IN THAILAND -

AT

THE PREPARATORY SENIOR OFFICIALS MEETING OF THE 34™ MEETING
OF THE ASEAN MINISTERS ON AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY
(PREPSOM-34" AMAF)

AND
THE PREPARATORY SENIOR OFFICIALS MEETINGS OF THE 12°
MEETING OF THE ASEAN MINISTERS ON AGRICULUTURE AND
FORESTRY PLUS THREE
(PREPSOM-12"" AMAF PLUS THREE)

PROPOSED BY

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND COOPERATIVES

THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND
24-28 SEPTEMBER 2012, VIENTIAN, LAO PDR

APTERR Secrefariat, 2* floov, OAE building Kasetsart University Complex Phahonyothin Rd; Chatugs
Thailand Tel, +662- 5794816.17,»662- 5794826 Fax.+ 662- 5794840 www.apler.om -
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

_ Thailand as a lead country since the establishment of the East Asia Emergency
Rice Reserve (EAERR) proposes to be a host country for the APTERR Secretariat
Office. With our readiness of full-phase operation, international cooperation network,
skills of the rice management and position of regional transport hub, Thailand is
- strongly confident to play a significant role as the host country to support the operation
of the APTERR Secretariat. Besides, to become the host country, Thailand will
provide an in-kind contribuion, such the place for the Secretariat office and human
resources to support the APTERR activiies. In addition, Thailand commits to grant
privileges and faciliies in accordance with our national faw as appropriate for
achievement of the APTERR Secretanat’'s goals and carrying out its functions and
activities.

Thailand, therefore, requests the AMAF+3 to consider and approve the
proposal for Thailand to be a host country of the APTERR Secretariat. Afterward,
Thailand can immediately pursue the process to acquire a legal personality of the
APTERR Secretariat under the law of Thailand and provide privileges and facilities for
the APTERR Secretariat and the officials in order to support its activities and programs
for strengthening the food security in the region.

R e e e L
Thailand Tel. +662- 579-4816-17,4+662- 5794826 Fax.+ 662~ 5794840 www.aplerr.org
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PROPOSAL FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE APTERR SECRETARIAT
IN THAILAND

1. Background

Thailand was a lead country of the East Asia Emergency Rice Reserve
(EAERR) Pilot Project which was established in 2004 as the approval of the 2™
Meetiing of Ministers of Agriculture and Forestry of ASEAN Plus the People’s Republic
of China, Japan and Republic of Korea (AMAF+3) in October 2002 in Vientiane, Lao
PDR. This pilot project aimed to manage and test for various mechanisms to release
EAERR stocks for strengthening food secunty in time of emergency and poverty
alieviation as well as stability of rice price in the region.

During the Pilot Project, Thailand incorporating with Japan had strongly
supported the operation of the EAERR Management Team (MT). Japanese
Government provided financial support whereas Thailand by Office of Agricultural
Economics (OAE), Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives contributed annual in-kind
contribution at least USD 50,000 including cost of office space and the expenses of
the local government officers who were appointed to assist and facilitate this project.

in early 2008, giobal food prices, financial cnsis, natural disasters and climate
change had brought about adverse impacts on the food security and serious concem
on possible socio-economic impacts to the region. Therefore, the 30™ ASEAN
Ministers on Agricuiture and Forestry (AMAF) and the 8" AMAF+3 Meeting held in
2008 In Hanoi, Vietnam endorsed ASEAN Integrated Food Security (AIFS) Policy
Framework and Strategic Plan of Action on ASEAN Food Security (SPA-FS) to strike a
balance between ensuring long-term food security and improving livelihoods, of
farmers in the region. Besides, the ASEAN member states emphasized the need to
improve the existing mechanism, particularly the EAERR to become a regional
instrument to strengthen food security in time of emergency in the region. Thus, the
Meeting had also agreed to extend the Pilot Project for one more year until 28
February 2010 to provide ample time for taking necessary preparation to anticipate the
possible conversion of EAERR into permanent scheme under the name of ASEAN
Plus Three Emergency Rice Reserve (APTERR)

After the termination of the Pilot Project, EAERR was transformed to the
preparatory stage of the APTERR since March 1, 2010 in order to finafize necessary
arrangement for the APTERR. Thailand as a lead country requested the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) to provide a technical support to assist the APTERR amid
its preparatory period. At the 10™ Meeting of AMAF+3 in October 2010 in Cambodia,
the leaders of ASEAN+3 Members Countries urged the AMAF+3 to work towards the
realization of APTERR and reiterated the need to strengthen cooperation to enhance
food security in the region. One year later, the APTERR Agreement was signed during
the 11™ AMAF+3 Meeting held in Jakarta, Indonesia.

In line with above, Thailand, who has been actively involving in this project. @\@a
since the beginning, wish to pursue our crucial role on supporting the APTERFS\Q(\

APTERR Secretarial, 2 floor, OAE bulkling Kaselsau! Universily. Complex Phahonyothin R, Chatudgc BKK, Qe
Ihatland Tel. +662- 5704816 17.+662- 5704826 Fax.+ 662- 5794840 www.apler.on} J\p
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accomplish its goals of strengthening the food security in the region. Hence, Thailand
has announced our readiness and willingness to host the APTERR Secretariat at the
o AMAF +3 Meeting in Brunei in 2009, the 10™ AMAF +3 meeting in Cambodia in
2010, the 11™ AMAF +3 Meeting in Indonesia 2011, the Working Meefing in Singapore
and Thailand this year respectively. And recently, Thalland officiai submiited a
proposal to be a host country of the APTERR Secretanat to the Special SOM-11™"
AMAF+3 in Indonesia in July 2012.

2. Rationale and Justification -

21 Readiness of full-phase operation: Thailand has been actively
participating in the APTERR since it was the Pilot Program of EAERR. With the
readiness of physical assets and human resources, Thailand was designated as the
lead country for the implementation of the EAERR and has been trusted by the
APTERR members to continuously play a significant role to push forward the APTERR
to become a permanent scheme. Until now, Thailand has provided a place where has
been renovated and furnisited to set up the office of the Secretariat and dispatched
governmental officers to heip coordinating with a local govermment in order to push the
operation of the APTERR during its preparatory stage more effectively and smoothly.
Based on these aforementioned contributions, Thailand, therefore,- would like to
maintain our role by utilizing the existing resources both physical assets and numan
resources to support the APTERR for transforming to a permanent scheme to meet
emergency requirements and achieving humanitarian purpose.

2.2 International cooperation network: As a number of food secunty
related intemational organizations, such as the United Nations (UN), World Food
Programmed (WFP), Food and Agnculture Organization (FAO), ADB, ASEAN Food
Security Reserve Board (AFSRB) and ASEAN Food Security Information System
(AFSIS), have their offices located in Thailand, it will be advantage for the APTERR to
enhance its international cooperation network for supporting its activiies in the future.

2.3 Skills of Rice Management: Thailand has experiences on the rice
management as it is the largest rice-exporter. Private sector with a high expertise on
rice-trading has fightened cooperation with the government to emphasize Thailand’s
position as a rice hub of the region. Due- to this, Thailand has recently gained a
support from rice-exporting nations namely Myanmar, Cambodia, Lao PDR and
Vietham to estabiish the rice-trading centre in Thailand to strengthen a bargaining
power in exporting rice to the global market Based on this above-mention, Thailand
can provide our expertise and skill to advocate the operation of the APTERR.

24 Regional transport hub: It is located at the center where easy to build
connectivity with APTERR members. Thailand is a gateway to Chinese, Indian, and
ASEAN markels. In additions, the development of the infrastructure in the country
helps facilitate the transportation and logistics system to be more efficently. This

geographical advantage affords the country status as a leading hub for both a regionalgy

land and air transportation.

Thailand Tel. +662- 5794816 17,%662- 5794826 Fax.+ 662- 5794840 www ap_?PIng : / (& c
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3. Contribution to the APTERR Secretaniat

To be the host country, Thailand will provide an office space and other
operational facilities including utility expenses and manpower. Furthermore, Thailand
will grant the privileges and faciiities as may be necessary to the APTERR Secretanat
and its staff for the performance of their duties and funchons in order to accomplish’
the APTERR’s goals.

3.1 In-kind Confribution

To-support the operation of the APTERR Secretariat, Thailand promises to
continue the annual in-kind contribution to the APTERR as follows:

3.1.1 Permanent office: Thailand will allocate nearly 350-square-meter
office space at ihe second floor of the OAE building for the office which has been
already renovated and fumished as a permanent office of the APTERR Secretariat.
The OAE will bear the annual cost of the utility bill for this office. Censisting of four
working rooms for the executives and experts, a work room for staff and a small
meeting room, this office will help the APTERR Secretariat facilitate its function
successfully. Besides, the location of the office is advantage to support the operation
of the APTERR as it is surrounded by the well-known agricultural-related academies,

research and development agencies, govermment agencies and internaticnal
organization.

3.1.2 Manpower: Thailand will dispatch guvernmental officers to station
at the APTERR Secretariat office. This contribution will help the APTERR Secretanat

to coordinate with the host country agencies tightly and operate in accordance with the
national law of the country.

3.2 Privileges and Facilities
Thailand will provide privileges and facilities in accordance with our national law

as appropriate for achievement of the APTERR’s objectives and carmrying out .its
functions and activities. The privileges and faciliies will be granted as follows:

3.2.1 income tax exemption for the APTERR Secretaniat and its staff
at managerial level who are not Thai nationals,

3.2.2 duty exemption on the rice importe& by the APTERR Secretarat
for the sake of the APTERR operation,

3.2.3 duty exemption on the personal and household effects of the

APTERR Secretanat’s staff at managenal level who are not Thai nationals and import

the aforesaid effects within three (3) months since they first take up their post at the
APTERR Secretaniat.

3.24 favorable treatment on the alien registration and residence permit 9
for the staff of the APTERR Secretarnat who are not Thai national. Q(\

Thailand Tel. +662- 579-4816-17,+662- 578-4826 Fax.+ 662- 5794840 www.aplerr.org
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4. Process to acquire legal personality and privileges for APTERR Secretariat
4.1 The APTERR Agreement entered into force.

4.2 The location of the APTERR Secretanat Office is decided by consensus
by the APTERR Parties. '

4.3 The Host Country Agreement is provided by the host country. For the
internal process of Thailand, the Host Country Agreement will be needed
to submit to both the cabinet and the parfiament for their consideration and
approval before signing with the APTERR Parties.

4.4 The Act to facilitate the Operation of the APTERR Secretaniat is issued by

the host country to provide the privileges and faciliies following the
agreement. :

45 The APTERR Secretariat will be granted the legal personality and
privileges under the law of Thailand. '

5. Conclusion

In this proposal, Thailand emphasizes our willingness to be the host country for
the establishment of the APTERR Secretariat. With APTERR-related expenences and
active participation and contributions, Thailand is strongly confident to play a
significant role as a host country to support the APTERR for succeeding its objectives
to stabilize the food security in the region. Thus, Thailand needs an approval on the
proposal. So that, Thailand can pursue on our internal process in accordance with the
national law of the country to grant the legal personality and provide privileges and
facilities for the APTERR Secretanat and the officials. '

6. Recommendation

According to paragraph 1 of the Article Vill in the APTERR Agreement, the
APTERR Secretariat shall be conferred with a legal personality as may be required for
the exercise of its functions under the national laws of the host county of the
Secretariat office. Therefore, Thailand would like to request the AMAF+3 to
consider and approve on this proposal. Afterward, Thailand can immediately
pursue our domestic process to establish the APTERR Secretariat.

APTERR Secrefarfat, 2° fioor, OAE building Kesetsart University Complex Phahonyothin Rd: Chotucha@bBKR
Thaifand Tel +662- 573-4816-17,+662- 5794826 Fax.+ 662- 5794840 www.apler.og %{\
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THE TWELFTH MEETING OF
THE ASEAN MINISTERS ON AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY
AND THE MINISTERS OF AGRICULTURE OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA,
JAPAN AND THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA
(12" AMAF Plus Three)
28 SEPTEMBER 2012, VIENTIANE

JOINT PRESS STATEMENT

1. We, the ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry and the Ministers of
Agriculture of the People’s Repubfic of China, Japan and the Republic of Korea held our
Twelfth Meeting in Vientiane on 28 September 2012, under the chairmanship of H.E. Mr.
Vilayvanh Phomkhe, Minister of Agriculiure and Forestry, Lao PDR.

2. We reaffirmed our strong support in advaencing the AMAF Plus Three cooperation
in food, agriculture, and forestry sectors, which comesponds lo the Second Joint
Statement on East Asia Cooperation and the ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation Work Plan
{2007-2017). Complementing this decision, we supported and welcomed the
development of the ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation Strategy (APTCS) Framework
consisting of six (6) Strategic Areas, namely, Strengthening Food Secunty, Biomass
Energy Development, Susfainable Forest Management, Climate Change Mitigalon and
Adaptation, Animal Health and Disease Control and Cross-Cutting Issues.

3. We noled with satisfaction the progress made in the implementation of
cooperation projects under the APTCS Framework, particularly on capacity building in
agriculture production; post-harvest handling, training and, extension, research and
development in the areas of crops, livestock, fisheries, and forestry.

C 4, Following the signing of the' APTERR Agreement during the 11 Meeting of the

AMAF Plus Three held on 7 October 2011 in Jakarta, We weicomed the entry-into-force
of the Agreement on 12 July 2012 In response to acute food emergency, We
commended initiatives taken by the ASEAN Plus Three Emergency Rice Reserve
{APTERR) in releasing stockpile rice in Thailand, Lao PDR and Indonesia in 2011-2012.
Wa welcome Thailand's offer to host the APTERR Secretarniat subject to the completion
of domestic process and urged the APTERR Coundil to finalise necessary amangement
- for the full operationalization of APTERR.

5. We acknowledged successful implementation of the ASEAN Food Security
Inforration Sysiem (AFSIS) Project with achievements made on establishment of food
security information network system, including website and databases, Early Waming
Information, Agricultural Commedity Outlook Reports as well” as supporting human
resources development activibes. We reiterated our support to transform the Project into
the ASEAN Plus Three Food Security Information System as a self-sustained mechanism
while noting an independent study will be undertaken to facifitate the finalization of Terms
of Reference and the Rules of Procedure of the new AFSIS. We also support the AFSIS
Workplan for 2013-2015.
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6. Guided by the Cha-am Hua Hin Stalement on ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation on
Food Security and Bioenergy Development adopted by the ASEAN Plus Three Leaders
in 2009, We noted progress of cooperation activiies in promoting biomass energy
lowards agriculture and rural developmenl. We recognized the importance of and
suppaorted the planned collaboration between the agriculture and energy sector to ensure
synergy of efforts in sustainable bicenergy development and achieving food security.

7.  We agreed to meet égain for the 13® AMAF Plus Three Meeting in Malaysia in
2013. '

8. The Ministers from other ASEAN Member States, the People’s Republic of China,
Japan and the Republic of Korea-expressed their sincere appreciation 1o the Government

and People of Lao PDR for the warm hospitslity and excellent armrangements made for the
12™ AMAF Plus Three Meeting. '

LIST OF MINISTERS

H.E. Pehin Déto Yahya, Minister of Industry and Primary Resources, Brunei Darussatam
H.E. Prof. Dr. Chan Sarun, Mirister of Agiiculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Cambodia
H.E. Dr. Suswono, Minister of Agriculiure, Indonesia

H.E. Mr. Vilayvanh Phomkhe, Minister of Agriculture snd Fosestry, Lao PDR

H.E. Dato’ Mohd Hashim bin Abduliah, Secretary General, Ministry of Agriculture 2nd Agro-
Based Industry, representing Minister of Agriculture and Agro-Based Industry, Malaysia

H.E. Mr. Ohn Than, Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Imigation, Myanmar

H.E. Mr. Joel S. Rudinas, Under Secretary of Agriculture, Department of Agnculture,
Philippines

H.E. Dr. Mohamad Maliki Bin Osman, Senior Parflamentary Secretary, Ministry of
National Development and Ministry of Defence, Singapore

H.E. Mr. Theera Wongsamut, Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives, Thaland
H.E. Dr. Bui Ba Bong, Vice Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Viet Nam

H.E. Mr. Niu Dun, Vice Minister of Agriculture, Ministry of Agricutiure, People’s Republic
of China

H.E. Mr. Tsukasa lwamolo, Senior Vice Minister, Minisiry of Agricullure, Forestry and
Fisheries, Japan

H.E. Mr. Sang-Kl Lee, Vice Minister, Ministry of Food, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries,
Repubfic of Korea

H.E. Mr. Lim Hong Hin, Deputy Secretory-General of ASEAN for ASEAN Economic
Cor i
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